
This Crowded Earth

This Crowded Earth

The telescreen lit up promptly at eight a.m.
Smiling Brad came on with his usual
greeting. Good morningits a beautiful day
in Chicagee!Harry Collins rolled over and
twitched off the receiver. This I doubt, he
muttered. He sat up and reached into the
closet for his clothing.Visitorsparticularly
feminine oneswere always exclaiming over
the advantages of Harrys apartment. So
convenient, they would say. Everything
handy, right within reach. And think of all
the extra steps you save!Of course most of
them were just being polite and trying to
cheer Harry up. They knew damned well
that he wasnt living in one room through
any choice of his own. The Housing Act
was something you just couldnt get around;
not in Chicagee these days. A bachelor was
entitled to one roomno more and no less.
And even though Harry was making a
speedy buck at the agency, he couldnt hope
to beat the regulations.There was only one
way to beat them and that was to get
married. Marriage would automatically
entitle him to two roomsif he could find
them someplace...
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